


Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Full Council of Roxwell Parish Council (RPC) held on Saturday 31st October 2026 at 11.30am at The Reading Room, The Street, Roxwell, Chelmsford, CM1 4PA
Present: Cllr Emma Drakeford (Chairman), Cllr Anton Shelupanov (Vice Chairman) Cllr Bryan Watson, Cllr Joseph Hedges, Cllr Katie Howlett.

In Attendance: Sixteen Members of the Public, Essex County Councillor (ECC) Cllr Mike Steel.

116/26.  Welcome by the Chairman. The Chairman welcomed all in attendance.

117/26. Apologies for Absence
Apologies from Cllrs Gooday and Gray were received and noted.
118/26. Declarations of Interest 
No Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, Other Registerable Interests and Non-Registerable Interests were declared  
119/26. Public Participation. 
The Chairman explained the process of the public speaking at the meeting and the relating Standing Orders.
The Chairman thanked Cllr Steel for facilitating a link to allow easier viewing of the planning documents, given the problems with the CCC Planning Portal.

Cllr Steel: Informed the meeting that it was unprecedented to approve an enabling planning application before the main application, such as pylons, was approved. He explained, given the new National Scheme of delegation, that he had asked Chelmsford City Council (CCC) to consider the application and six other similar applications in Member Committee. He reminded RPC their comment may request conditions.

MOP1: Asked for clarification on reason for enabling works at the detailed sites, commented on the weight restriction of Blackwall Bridge, depth of watercourses on Vicarage Road, accidents and flooding on the A1060 and Vicarage Road.

MOP2: Questioned whether the weight restriction (7.5t) on the Blackwall Bridge made it fit for construction vehicles. Observed that Vicarage Road could be closed March to August with works on Stonehill Bridge still in operation, the junction at Boynton Cross was not fit for purpose, the works were in close proximity to the Gas Compressor Station and infrastructure, mature oaks and ancient hedgerow would be removed and a TPO process had started, the bellmouth at Vicarage Road was inappropriate, moving the temporary access toad 50m towards Chelmsford would avoid observed gas …., access and biodiversity conflicts.

[bookmark: _Hlk94016054]MOP3: Expressed concern at the lack of up-to-date flooding information in the application and that ECC and CCC had provided out-of-date date. Referenced recent flooding which affected households and businesses,  and that no emergency services are impeded by flooding.

Cllr Steel: Informed the meeting of Essex County Council processes re flood records.

MOP4: Thanked Cllr Steel for facilitating the CCC link. Commented on the application being premature as main works have not been approved.

MOP5: Commented on the proposed closure of Bridleway with no proposed replacement and the loss of facility and access to surrounding villages.

MOP6: Asked if the Parish Magazine could be used to advertise the application, in addition to the RPC website and FB.

It was noted that the Chairman had used her discretion to extend the public participation section. 

The Chairman thanked those who had commented and invited everyone to remain for the Council’s discussion. 

120/26  Planning Application   26/01194/FUL
Centre Of Pond 183M From Wit's End, Bishops Stortford Road 109M From Unnamed Road Bishops Stortford Road Roxwell Chelmsford 
Proposal:  The construction of two temporary bellmouths accesses, including TB-B102 located on a private access road off A1060 Roxwell Road and temporary bellmouth TB-B104 located on Vicarage Road. Existing bellmouth access TB-B103 located on Roxwell Road A1060 will be retained with only temporary minor changes to road markings and signage. The works include; temporary fencing (with gate), temporary highway signage, utility works, associated vegetation clearance, and a proposed scheme for landscape re-instatement following removal of the temporary works.

During discussion, permission was given to allow a Member of the Public to bring the Roxwell Water Recycling Centre, which release approx 220,000l per day into Newland Brook, to the attention of the meeting.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk writes to CCC to object to the application, referencing the NPPF (August 2026) or Chelmsford Local Plan (2013-2030) as appropriate, for the following reasons
The applicant has not demonstrated that the works proposed:
· can be considered essential infrastructure works 
· and can be constructed, used and removed without unacceptable consequences for flooding, highway safety including suitability of road bridges, village access including emergency services, biodiversity (including BNG), public rights of way, pollution and dust,
· have considered the cumulative effect of Minerals Planning Applications (extant and in progress) 
· have addressed the community engagement responses

P: Cllr Howlett S: Cllr Watson In Fav Unanimous


121/26. Closure of meeting and announcement of date of next meeting.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 12.39pm, thanking all for attending. 
Next Meeting: Bi-monthly Full Council Meeting Wednesday, 11th November 2026




